development (constitutional, developmental, or "congenital" deafmutism) ; and those due to trauma or to inflammatory conditions (acquired or inflammatory deaf-mutism).
Of the developmental or "congenital" forms the writer describes at considerable length a number of types characterised by variations in the clinical manifestations and pathological findings, and reviews the various theories that have been put forward to explain the condition.
Congenital Deafness and Otosclerosis.? In at least seven cases of congenital deafness, a focus of otosclerosis has been found in the labyrinth capsule. Alexander believes that this shows that there is a stepping-stone between congenital deafness and the various forms of congenital hardness of hearing. While the first rudiments of otosclerosis are often of congenital origin, ankylosis of the stapes and atrophy of the sensory epithelium are secondary. Congenital otosclerotic foci may exist without giving rise to symptoms until the age of puberty. Koerner believes that otosclerosis is due to certain determinants in the germinal cells of the parents, but is influenced by puberty, parturition, the climacteric period, and also by diseases of the middle ear. He explains cases of otosclerosis with no apparent heredity by supposing that the disease has skipped some generations. March, 1922. (A full bibliography is appended to the original paper.)
